
FAFSA AND 
FINDING MONEY 
FOR COLLEGE

T H E  B A S I C S

K R Y S T I N  K O N O W  A N D  A M A N D A  P E A R S O N



COST OF ATTENDANCE (COA)

Your COA is the amount it will cost you to go to school. Most two-year and four-year 
colleges will calculate your COA to show your total cost for the school year (for instance, for 
the fall semester plus the spring semester). Schools with programs that last a different period 
of time (for instance, an 18-month certificate program) might give you a COA that covers a 
time period other than a year.

If you're attending at least half-time, your COA is the estimate of

• tuition and fees;

• the cost of room and board (or living expenses for students who do not contract with the 
school for room and board);

• the cost of books, supplies, transportation, loan fees, and miscellaneous expenses (including 
a reasonable amount for the documented cost of a personal computer);

• an allowance for child care or other dependent care;

• costs related to a disability; and/or

• reasonable costs for eligible study-abroad programs



WHAT IS THE “STICKER PRICE”

• University of Connecticut (Public)

• Three Rivers Community College (Community College)

• Springfield College(Private)

• Hidden costs

NOW What do we do to find the $$$$$?

https://admissions.uconn.edu/cost-aid/tuition
https://www.threerivers.edu/paying-for-trcc/
https://springfield.edu/admissions/financial-aid/undergraduate-tuition-and-fees
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/prepare-for-college/choosing-schools/consider/costs


FAFSA: WHAT IS IT?
• Free Application for Federal Student Aid!

– Used to determine financial eligibility for loans, grants, and some scholarships 

to cover the cost of attendance at institutions of higher learning

– FAFSA overview: https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa

– Must be filled out EVERY YEAR you attend college

FAFSA.ED.GOV

***This year, you will be applying for the 2020-2021 school year using 

your 2018 tax information (called “prior prior year”) ***

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gUis5lityCQ
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://fafsa.ed.gov/


HOW DO I APPLY: ALL THE INFORMATION 
YOU NEED IS A CLICK AWAY

Documentation Required to File

STEP 1:

•FSA ID: electronic signature
–One parent and student need an ID to sign the FAFSA

https://fafsa.ed.gov/help/before003.htm
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/fsaid


USEFUL STEP-BY-STEP 
INFORMATIONAL GRAPHIC

• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png


IMPORTANT PARENT INFORMATION

•https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-

out/parent-info#parent-citizenship

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out/parent-info#parent-citizenship




THINGS THAT CAN IMPACT A STUDENT’S ABILIT Y TO RECEIVE AID



IRS DATA RETRIEVAL TOOL
(EXPLANATION)

IRS Data Retrieval Video
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD4TTatm9oI

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/filling-out#irs-drt
http://www.irsdataretrievaltool.com/irs-data-retrieval-tool-step-by-step-instructions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gD4TTatm9oI




"AFTER THE 
FAFSA: 
WHAT HAPPENS 
NEXT?"

Video

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa/next-steps




VERIFICATION

• YOU MUST CHECK YOUR EMAILS!!!!!

• If you get selected for verification, you will be notified via 

EMAIL

• What to do if you application gets flagged:

https://www.consumerreports.org/paying-for-college/what-

to-do-if-your-fafsa-application-gets-flagged-for-verification/

https://www.consumerreports.org/paying-for-college/what-to-do-if-your-fafsa-application-gets-flagged-for-verification/


GRANTS VS. LOANS VS. 
SCHOLARSHIPS

• GRANTS do not have to be repaid
–Federal, state, institutional 

• LOANS have to be repaid with interest.
–Subsidized
–unsubsidized

• Scholarships are funds that do not have to be repaid STUDENT MUST APPLY 
SEPARATELY
–Merit
–Financial need
–Special interest



SCHOLARSHIPS

Found on the Norwich Tech guidance 

page

•http://norwich.cttech.org/parents-

students/counseling.html

http://norwich.cttech.org/parents-students/counseling.html


RESOURCES

• Information for 1st generation college students

– https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/first-

generation-college-students/

– Information on all aspects of federal financial aid- helpful resource even if your 

student is not applying to SCSU

• https://inside.southernct.edu/onestop/financial-aid

• Norwich Tech Guidance page http://norwich.cttech.org/parents-

students/counseling.html

https://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/college-resource-center/first-generation-college-students/
https://inside.southernct.edu/onestop/financial-aid
http://norwich.cttech.org/parents-students/counseling.html


STILL NEED HELP?


